Appendix 4.2. PCA tools
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EXAMPLES of STRUCTURED OBSERVATION

The diagram below illustrates the way in which transects can focus attention on key
issues affecting different areas in and around a community. In this case, this includes
problems relating to existing aquasulture activities, but it also highlights other, perhaps
more important, problems in surrounding arcas

Such diagrammes can be drawn directly with local people referring to local landmarks
and features, with discussion then systematically focusing on uses and problems,
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FIGURE 5
RANKING of PREFERENCES for DIFFERENT FISH SPECIES ;
MWEMNIE DAM, ZIMBABWE (1991}
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FIGURE 7
SEASONAL DAILY ACTIVITY CHARTS for MEM and WOMEM,
DZINAVENE VILLAGE, ZIMBABWE (1991)
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EXAMPLES of RANKING

A very simple ranking matrix was shown in the case study in Chapter 2. The two
ranking exercises shown below are more complex. The first matrix shows how a
ranking exercise could be used to distinguish the relative involvement of different
social and oceupational groups in exploiting different fisheries resources; including fish
ponds, in a floodplain arca. Here some easily available materials, such as stones or
beans, are being used to express the proportions of a particular resource used by
different social groups - men and women, adults, children and old people, and different
occupational groups based on those identified by local people as being involved in
fishing

In ranking exercises of this kind care has to be taken that it is clear what 1s being
ranked - in this case relative proportion of overall resource use. RRA teams also have
to make sure that they have thought through the numbers of “counters” used in each
category. In this case, 10 stones have been given for each comparative group - L.e. men
and women using pond fisheries - so that the result can readily be expressed as a
simple proportion, But clearly this does not tell us which of the various resource
categorics is most important for each uger group. Ranking could also be attempted
vertically to clarify the relative importance of the resources. This would help in trying
to assess the current importance of pond use for fisheries relative to other sources of
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In the second matrix, the focus is on changes over time, In this case, the team doing
an RRA about current aquaculture development in a particular area might want to see
how sources of fish in a local market have changed so that the relative importance of
aguaculture can be assessed. A fish dealer, or group of fish dealers, might be asked to
show, again using stones or some other kind of counters, the relative amounts of fish
bpught_ﬁ'um different sources now and in the past This could be combined with a
discussion of changes in the species composition of fish sold. The time periods used
could be chosen by the team or, better still, be based on prior discussion with local
people which had identified events or periods which people readily recognised based
on political, economic or resource changes.

CHANGES in FISH TRADERS' SOURCES of FISH
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W h 0 a re th e 0 th e r East Calcutta Wetlands and Livelihoods Workshop
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